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Hassler verwendete die beiden Feldbücher, um direkt vor Ort seine Beob-
achtungen ( Basismessungen ( z. B. [ 218 ] – [ 203 ] ), Winkelmessungen ( z. B. 
[ 148 ] – [ 149 ] ), astronomische Beobachtungen ( z. B. [ 70 ] – [ 71 ] ), Nivelle-
mente ( z. B. [ 153 ] – [ 147 ], barometrische Beobachtungen ( z. B. [ 23 ] ), No-
tizen ( z. B. [ 126 ], etc. ) schriftlich festzuhalten. Seine Bezeichnung « Jour-
nal » ( Feldbuch 1, Seite [ 218 ] ) unterstreicht den notizenartigen Charakter 
der Feldbücher, ebenso der Umstand, dass er diese von vorne und von 
hinten her zu beschreiben begonnen hat. Ausserdem sind jeweils einige 
Blätter lose eingelegt worden. Neben Hasslers eigener Handschrift sind 
auch jene von Gehilfen feststellbar. 
Weil die beiden Feldbücher zu den ältesten Dokumenten der schweizeri-
schen Landesvermessung gehören, schien es angezeigt, sie elektronisch 
aufzubereiten und als Quellen digital zur Verfügung zu stellen. Mit den 
pdf-Dateien wurde angestrebt, die Feldbücher möglichst originalgetreu 
abzubilden, so wie sie sich physisch präsentieren. Um genaue Zitierun-
gen zu ermöglichen, wurde eine Paginierung eingefügt. Für Feldbuch 1 
wurde die mit « No. 1. » beschriftete Umschlagseite als massgebend an-
genommen. Diese Ziffer ist vermutlich bei der Inventarisierung der von 
Hassler zurückgelassenen Akten im Juli 1805 ( Staatsarchiv Aargau, R01.
IA04 [ 1751 – 1813 ], Nr. 24 ) nach seiner Auswanderung in die USA ange-
bracht worden. Dies hat zur Folge, dass das Feldbuch 1 mit der Messung 
vom 26. August 1792 beginnt und dass die bereits 1791 erfolgte Basismes-
sung zwischen Walperswil und Sugiez ( Kantone Bern und Freiburg ) erst 
auf S. [ 218 ] beginnt. Weil sie zudem auf dem Kopf steht, muss bis zu ih-
rem Abschluss auf ca. Seite [ 203 ] nach vorne gezählt werden. Eingekleb-
te Blätter sind sowohl im gefalteten als auch im aufgeklappten Zustand 
erfasst und in der Paginierung mit den Buchstaben « a » etc. bezeichnet. 
Um die Datenmenge zu minimieren, wurden eine grössere Anzahl aufein-
ander folgender leerer Doppelseiten mit einem einzigen Platzhalter wie-
dergegeben, der allerdings nicht jeweils neu gescannt wurde; die leeren 
Seiten sind in der Paginierung berücksichtigt.

3. Juli 2007 / Martin Rickenbacher English version see last page



[ i ] [ 1 ]



[ 2 ] [ 3 ]



[ 4 ] [ 5 ]



[ 6 ] [ 7 ]



[ 8 ] [ 9 ]



[ 10 ] [ 11 ]



[ 12 ] [ 13 ]



[ 14 ] [ 15 ]



[ 16 ] [ 17 ]



[ 18 ] [ 19 ]



[ 20 ] [ 21 ]



[ 22 ] [ 23 ]



[ 24 ] [ 25 ]



[ 26 ] [ 27 ]



[ 28 ] [ 29 ]



[ 30 ] [ 31 ]



[ 32 ] [ 33 ]



[ 34 ] [ 35 ]



[ 36 ] [ 37 ]



[ 38 ] [ 39 ]



[ 40 ] [ 41 ]



[ 42 ] [ 43 ]



[ 44 ] [ 45 ]



[ 44a ]



[ 44b ]



[ 44c ]



[ 46 ] [ 47 ]



[ 48 ] [ 49 ]



[ 50 ] [ 51 ]



[ 52 ] [ 53 ]



[ 54 ] [ 55 ]



[ 56 ] [ 57 ]



[ 58 ] [ 59 ]



[ 60 ] [ 61 ]



[ 62 ] [ 63 ]



[ 64 ] [ 65 ]



[ 66 ] [ 67 ]



[ 68 ] [ 69 ]



[ 70 ] [ 71 ]



[ 72 ] [ 73 ]



[ 74 ] [ 75 ]



[ 76 ] [ 77 ]



[ 78 ] [ 79 ]



[ 80 ] [ 81 ]



[ 82 ] [ 83 ]



[ 84 ] [ 85 ]



[ 86 ] [ 87 ]



[ 88 ] [ 89 ]



[ 90 ] [ 91 ]



[ 92 ] [ 93 ]



[ 94 ] [ 95 ]



[ 96 ] [ 97 ]



[ 98 ] [ 99 ]



[ 100 ] [ 101 ]



[ 102 ] [ 103 ]



[ 104 ] [ 105 ]



[ 106 ] [ 107 ]



[ 108 ] [ 109 ]



[ 110 ] [ 111 ]



[ 112 ] [ 113 ]



[ 114 ] [ 115 ]



[ 116 ] [ 117 ]



[ 118 ] [ 119 ]



[ 120 ] [ 121 ]



[ 122 ] [ 123 ]



[ 124 ] [ 125 ]



[ 126 ] [ 127 ]



[ 128 ] [ 129 ]



[ 130 ] [ 131 ]



[ 132 ] [ 133 – 145 ]



[ 146 ] [ 147 ]
[ 146 ] [ 147 ]



[ 148 ] [ 149 ]
[ 148 ] [ 149 ]



[ 148 ] [ 149a ]
[ 148 ] [ 149a ]



[ 150 ] [ 151 ]
[ 150 ] [ 151 ]



[ 150a ] [ 151 ]
[ 150a ] [ 151 ]



[ 152 ] [ 153 ]
[ 152 ] [ 153 ]



[ 154 ] [ 155 – 171 ]
[ 154 ] [ 155 – 171 ]



[ 172 ] [ 173 ]
[ 172 ] [ 173 ]



[ 174 ] [ 175 ]
[ 174 ] [ 175 ]



[ 176 ] [ 177 ]
[ 176 ] [ 177 ]



[ 178 ] [ 179 ]
[ 178 ] [ 179 ]



[ 180 ] [ 181 ]
[ 180 ] [ 181 ]



[ 182 ] [ 183 ]
[ 182 ] [ 183 ]



[ 184 ] [ 185 ]
[ 184 ] [ 185 ]



[ 186 ] [ 187 ]
[ 186 ] [ 187 ]



[ 188 ] [ 189 ]
[ 188 ] [ 189 ]



[ 190 ] [ 191 ]
[ 190 ] [ 191 ]



[ 192 ] [ 193 ]
[ 192 ] [ 193 ]



[ 194 ] [ 195 ]
[ 194 ] [ 195 ]



[ 196 ] [ 197 ]
[ 196 ] [ 197 ]



[ 198 ] [ 199 ]
[ 198 ] [ 199 ]



[ 200 ] [ 201 ]
[ 200 ] [ 201 ]



[ 202 ] [ 203 ]
[ 202 ] [ 203 ]



[ 204 ] [ 205 ]
[ 204 ] [ 205 ]



[ 206 ] [ 207 ]
[ 206 ] [ 207 ]



[ 208 ] [ 209 ]
[ 208 ] [ 209 ]



[ 210 ] [ 211 ]
[ 210 ] [ 211 ]



[ 212 ] [ 213 ]
[ 212 ] [ 213 ]



[ 214 ] [ 215 ]
[ 214 ] [ 215 ]



[ 216 ] [ 217 ]
[ 216 ] [ 217 ]



[ 218 ] [ 219 ]
[ 218 ] [ 219 ]



[ 220 ] [ 221 ]
[ 220 ] [ 221 ]



[ 222 ] [ 223 ]



[ 224 ] [ ii ]



[ ii a ]



[ 225 ]



[ 226 ] [ 227 ]



[ 228 ] [ 229 ]



[ 230 ] [ 231 ]



[ 232 ] [ 233 ]



[ 233a ]



[ 234 ] [ 235 ]



[ 236 ] [ 237 ]



[ 238 ] [ 239 ]



[ 240 ] [ 241 ]



[ 242 ]



Ferdinand Rudolf Hassler

Field Book 1 • 1791 – 1800

Source: Swiss Federal Archives, E 27 / 222115
Ink and pencil, bound, not paginated

Digitally prepared by the Swiss Federal Office of Topography swisstopo, 
2007

Hassler used the two field books for the written on-site annotation of his 
observations ( baseline measurements ( e. g. [ 218 ] – [ 203 ] ), measurements 
of angles ( e. g. [ 148 ] – [ 149 ] ), astronomical observations ( e. g. [ 70 ] – [ 71 ] ), 
levellings ( e. g. [ 153 ] – [ 147 ] ), barometrical observations ( e. g. [ 23 ] ), 
notes ( e. g. [ 126 ], etc. ). His designation « Journal » ( Field Book 1, page 
[ 218 ] ) underlines the note-like character of the two field books as well 
as the fact that he started to write them from the front and back. Fur-
thermore, some loose-leaf sheets were attached. Besides Hassler‘s own 
handwriting, one also recognizes those of his assistants. 

Because these two field books are among the oldest documents relating 
to the survey of Switzerland, it looked appropriate to prepare them elec-
tronically and to make these sources available digitally. The pdf files strive 
for an original representation of the field books, as they are physically. To 
be able to make precise references, the pages were paginated. For Field 
Book 1, the cover page numbered with « No. 1. » was considered correct. 
This number was presumably added in July 1805 during the inventory of 
the documents which were left by Hassler when he emigrated to the Uni-
ted States of America ( State Archives of the canton Aargau StAAG, R01.
IA04 [ 1751 – 1813 ], Nr. 24 ). Therefore, Field Book 1 starts with the measu-
rement from August 26, 1792, and the baseline measurement between 
Walperswil and Sugiez ( cantons of Berne and Freiburg ), which took place 
already in 1791, does not start until page [ 218 ]. Because they are also 
written upside down, one has to count back to the end which is approx. 
on page [ 203 ]. The pages which were glued in were scanned both folded 
and unfolded and were paginated with the letters « a, b, » etc. To minimi-
ze the data volume, a larger number of consecutive blank double pages 
were represented by only one placeholder, which, however, was not re-
scanned. The blank pages were taken into account in the pagination.
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